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“Derry’s History is here,
and ‘a'lot of them (graves)
have “been “lost-over the
‘years,” expiamed Goldman
ona cnsp, fall Sﬁnday

Derry.’s only

morning. “These are the
people who tade the” com:

ting this go.” - !
~Goldman- walked past a
square lot near Yhe entrance

- to.the old section with a sign
_that _ reads,

Settlers.” Leaning against a
. rolting walker with a digital
camera dangling from her

“The

neck, Goldman acted as

;{dmughsheknewmefaﬂn}y

well. - &
In a way, she does
Ongc > U aman phﬁtO'

: gmphsagmve, she posts the
- image on the Find A Grave -
website, so genealogy buffs

like: herself can view their

" ancestors fmm such - far-

away places as Canads,
Florida, and" Maryland
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Derry seitlers have contact-

ed Goldman fequesting that’
she locate the graves ofthexr*
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what extent religion played

;mﬁlemewfmany early»set-

“On earth tho‘u Wert aIl{,
but divine, As thy soul shall
immortally be,-And our sor-
rcvwmayoeasetorepme For
we know that thy God is-
with thee,” reads the ep;taph

‘of an mfant who dled m

1830. : g

Other epltaphs are, sim-
ply a poetic comemorauonfi
of “life,such as  the one
. inscribed on Samuel F..
Humphry’s _grave from
1808: “‘Behoid how soon our
nature dies, Blasted by every -
wind: that flies, Like grass,
we spnng and fade as soot,
As morning flowers which -
dzeatnoon” o

‘Goldman “is- eﬁchantcd
by the mystery of the stones
She considers herself “a liai-

‘son” for the families to-
whom these graves belong.

And she- displays-obvious
anguish when she discovers

- another stone “that has faflen.

e s v or cagrving it s oo
aded to |

mg eXpedmon ‘such as 111-"2 “Alotoft
*pesses that swept through

- the  community,

killing

: scores-of small children, or

lost veterans whos¢ graves:
have. dismtcgated over the

“I try never to bave a
- cemetery, using the Spmney
d- - list as a guide, she corre-
ho sponds with Dermy’s town
@ historian; Rick Holmes, who

* invited Goldman to conmdcr

over the yeazs, she said
sadly, looking down at a
jagged slab of;llegble grey
shate. “A piece of history that
is gon&foreve{

~As -Goldman' has . pro-
gressed through the historic

ated - the project.

No longer wﬂimg 0

itaphs' adhere the - -great  stones

of together himself, Holmes
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Dorothy

Goldman, a member of Find a Grave, visits

Forest Hill Cemetery in East Derry each week to locate
the burial places of early residents and help preserve
the inscriptions over their resting place. =i

submitted to the Town
Council last year a $150.000
contracted project 10 repair
the entire old section. The
council acts as the ceme-
tery’s Board of Trustees,
delegating just enough funds
to maintain the cemetery
green every year. Holmes
explained the council has
not yet responded to the pro-
posed contract.

The responsibility of
individual stone upkeep in
reality falls upon the
deceased’s family, most of
whom moved away from
Derry 150 years ago,

according to Holmes, who i

will willingly train any vol-
unteer to help preserve and

clean stones. i

For now at least,
Goldman seems to be the
cemetery’s unofficial keep-
er, puttering past the cock-
eyed rows each Sunday
morning, practicing a mor-
bid form of documentary

triage.

“I stand looking down
the rows and see who's lean-
ing, and I try to decide
who’s going to go this win-
ter,” she said.

those stones



